PRIMITIVE EMOTIONS AND THE FAMILY
situated in a deeper and more inaccessible layer of the Uri-
conscious than the father love, which appeared to have been,
in the process of growth, as it were, superimposed upon the
earlier affection. If father love in girls should prove to be
normally built upon the remains of an earlier period of ex-
clusive mother love which is common to both girls and boys,
it is evident that in this respect the development of hetero-
sexual object love in girls is a rather more complex process
than it is in boys. This greater complexity of the process of
development may, as Freud himself has pointed out in a some-
what different but not altogether unrelated connection1, become
the cause of a number of those failures of adjustment to the
conditions of adult life—sexual and general—that are found to
underlie the neuroses. The greater incidence of certain neurotic
disturbances among women as compared with men may perhaps
ultimately be due in part2 to the greater complexity of the
original process by which the object love of die child comes to
be directed to the parent of the opposite sex.
With the firm establishment of object love towards the Jealousy
parent of the opposite sex, the conditions are present for the
arousal of jealousy towards the parent of the same sex, since
this latter is soon found to possess claims upon the affection
and attention of the loved parent which are apt to conflict
with the similar claims of the child. Thus the young girl
begins to resent the affection and consideration which her
mother receives at the hands of her father and comes in time
to look upon her mother as in some sense a sexual rival who
competes with her father's love. In imagination she will allow
herself to occupy her mother's place and may even attempt
to put this fancy into practice, if opportunity should offer; as
in the case cited by Freud3 of the eight year old girl who
openly proclaimed herself as her mother's successor when her
mother was absent on occasion from the family table, or in
the still more striking case of the four year old child who
1	"Three Contributions to the Theory of Sex," 80, 81.
2	Among other reasons for the greater liability of women to neurosis,
one of   great  importance   is   the   transference,  in the  course  of  sexual
development, of the chief seat of erotic sensibility from the clitoris to the
vagina.
3	"The Interpretation of Dreams," 219.

